
184. Jowo Rinpoche, enshrined in the Jokhang Temple 

Lhasa, Tibet. Yarlung Dynasty. Believed to have been brought to Tibet in 641 in 641 C.E. Gilt 

metals with semi-precious stones, pearls, and paint, various offerings 

 Video at YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3eV5GNizi90 

 Article at Khan Academy 

 the most sacred statue in Tibet 

 has a long history and is said to have been personally blessed by the Buddha 

 History: 

o  It came to be owned by the king of Magadha, who gave it to a Tang emperor of China. One of 

the emperor's clansman's daughter, Wenchen Kongjo. took it to Lhasa via Lhagang in a wooden 

cart when she married King Songtsen Gampo. During Mangsong Mangtsen's reign (649-676), 

because of a threat that the Tang Chinese might invade, Princess Wencheng is said to have 

hidden the statue of Jowo Rinpoche in a secret chamber in the Jokhang. Princess Jincheng, 

sometime after 710 CE, had it placed in the central chapel of the Jokhang. It was replaced at 

Ramoche by a statue of Jowo Mikyo Dorje, a small bronze statue of the Buddha when he was 

eight years old, crafted by Vishvakarman, and brought to Lhasa by the Nepalese queen, Bhrikuti. 

Jowo Mikyo Dorje was badly damaged by the Red Guards during the Cultural Revolution.[1][2] 

o The Ramoche temple was gutted and partially destroyed in the 1960s and the bronze statue 

disappeared. In 1983 the lower part of it was said to have been found in a Lhasa rubbish heap, 

and the upper half in Beijing. They have now been joined and the statue is housed in the 

Ramoche Temple, which was partially restored in 1986,[3] and still showed severe damage in 

1993. 

o The restoration of the Jowo was possible thanks to Ribur Rinpoche (1923–2006), a revered Lama 

who was jailed by the Chinese Army in 1959 for 20 years in Lhasa and was released in 1979 in 

connection with the liberalization politics of Deng Xiaoping. Ribur Rinpoche was granted a 

position at the Office of Religious Affairs of Tibet and began attempts to bring back spiritual 

sacred treasures that had been taken to China. In 1983, with the help of the 10th Panchen Lama, 

he succeeded in finding the upper part of Jowo Mikyö Dorje and returned it to Tibet. The 

Panchen Lama explained to the Chinese government how sacred the value of Jowos was for 

Tibetans and that their response to the quest of Ribur Rinpoche would help to prove the sincerity 

of the new Chinese religious policies 

 In Tibet, everyone knows the Jowo Rinpoche, and many amazing stories have been told. Tibetans pray 

to see the statue before they die, because it is known that its energy will transform them and help at the 

time of death. They have that much faith in Jowo Rinpoche. Devotion transforms the statue from an 

ordinary object into a real Buddha. For Tibetans, it is easy to get blessings because they believe that 

what they are seeing is very precious, a real Buddha. In Tibet, when people are sick or die, the person’s 

relatives offer gold to the statue. The gold is directly applied to the face and body as an offering to the 

Buddha. Ser yek tdak means “Golden Letters”. A sick or dead person’s name is written in gold on red 

paper and is then burned in front of the statue in a butter lamp. 

 The most devout pilgrims cover the last several miles prostrate on the ground. More prostrations are undertaken 

in the plaza in front of the temple. Before entering, most pilgrims circumambulate the temple on the Barkhor, a 

sacred path that is also lined with market stalls selling yak butter and jewelry. 

 Inside the temple, pilgrims make their way gradually to the central shrine, often crawling on their hands and 

knees or prostrate on their bellies. They hum prayers while also spinning prayer wheels, and bring offerings 
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(typically white scarves and yak butter for the votive candles) to the many chapels that ring the shrine. Finally, 

they pray before the sacred image of the Jowo Shakyamuni. 

o   

 There is no need to meditate or recite mantra—just seeing the statue will change the person’s energy to 

positive. This is called “liberation through seeing”. The result depends on one’s mind: that is your 

motivation, devotion, and compassion.  

 Tibetans must make pilgrimage to Lhasa to view the statue at least once in their lifetime. The benefits of viewing 

this image include quickening the path to Enlightenment 

 On May 30th 2008, a full size emanation replica of Jowo Rinpoche was installed at the Drikung Meditation 

Center in Arlington, MA. 

 life-sized (5 foot/1.5m) statue of the Buddha at age 12 
o Probably originating in India, it was brought to Lhasa as part of the Chinese Princess Wencheng's 

dowry in 641. The richly gilded and bejeweled image is flanked by altars of King Songtsen Gampo 

and his two wives, who together introduced Buddhism into Tibet. 

 

 


